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Welcome and History

Thank you for your interest in the MSCC Honors Program! This nationally recognized Honors
Program dates to 1975, when Motlow State Community College began offering selected Honors
courses. The MSCC Honors Program was established in 1998 at Moore County, with its first
graduates in 2000 under the leadership of Dr. Michael Bradley. In 2003, the Honors Program
began offering courses at the Smyrna Teaching Site in the Tennessee Army National Guard’s
building, and now the Honors Program has a vibrant schedule of classes and engaged professors
at the Smyrna Campus. In 2011, the Honors Program expanded to the Fayetteville Campus, and,
in 2012, the Honors Program began offering classes at the McMinnville Campus. In the 2016-
2017 academic year, the MSCC Honors Program offered 78 course sections to approximately
300 students at four locations, with an anticipated 50 graduates during the Fall 2016 academic
year. Since its modern inception, six professors have led the Honors Program: Dr. Michael
Bradley (1998-2000), Prof. Rosie Graham (2000-2002), Prof. Wes Spratlin (2002-2006), Dr.
Judith Russell (2006-2010), Prof. Nathan Sweeton (Smyrna Campus 2009-2014) and Dr. Scott

Cook (2010-Present).

Mission Statement

The Honors Program at Motlow State Community College (MSCC) provides an interdisciplinary
education of exceptional quality to highly motivated students, taught by highly credentialed and
motivated faculty. A community of emerging scholars who have a passion for learning and a
drive to seek academic excellence, the Honors Program fosters innovative and critical thought
from broad global and cultural perspectives through small, specially-designed general education
Honors courses and stimulating Honors seminars. The Honors Program cultivates self-

expression and the free and creative exchange of ideas; in addition, the Honors experience




provides co-curricular and extracurricular learning opportunities, Honors Program and academic
program advisement, and community responsibility through service projects. The Honors
scholar seeks discovery, knowledge, wisdom, and personal growth and fosters the highest
standards of personal and academic integrity and intellectual curiosity. The Honors Program
seeks to motivate scholars to develop their fullest potentials, including well-developed

composition and research skills, ethical decision making, and information literacy.

Program Description

The Honors Program at Motlow College provides an education of exceptional quality with
highly motivated faculty and students. The Honors Program offers a sense of community and
collegiality for students who have a passion for learning, a drive to seek academic excellence,
and a desire to learn more. The free exchange of ideas and the willingness to learn from other
students make the Honors Program a productive and meaningful academic experience. A
decision to join the Honors Program will make a difference in students' futures — personally,

academically, and professionally.

MSCC Honors Program Outcomes

The successful graduate of the MSCC Honors Program will:

e Meet Student Learning Outcomes of existing General Education courses through unique
and creative methods

e Expand interdisciplinary intellectual depth and knowledge

e Conduct high-quality academic research, including an understanding of information
literacy and source scrutinization and clearly articulating an academic argument

e Exhibit advanced critical thinking and analytical skills

e Develop an appreciation of diverse cultures across time and place

e Embrace a disposition of engaged citizenship and service to the MSCC Honors Program,




Motlow State Community College, and the community

e Demonstrate an understanding of ethical decision making

e Apply knowledge learned in Honors courses in a meaningful way, rather than rote
memorization

e Demonstrate an intellectual grasp of the diversity of the human experience and the
importance of accepting personal responsibility for themselves and others, while
identifying opportunities for social transformation

e Promote fellowship among students and faculty through participation in conferences,
symposia, extracurricular experiences, and small class sizes

e Draw connections among the content of Honors courses and understand the value of a

liberal arts education

Eligibility Requirements
Students seeking admission to Honors courses are reviewed by the Honors Committee on the

basis of past performance as measured by ACT scores, high school records, diagnostic writing

samples, previous college-level coursework, and/or college instructor recommendations.
Students may be admitted to a course as follows:

o First-time students ideally should have an ACT composite score of 23 or above, although
lower scores will be considered, and a high school GPA of 3.0 or higher.

e Students who have taken collegiate courses must have a 3.0 collegiate average.

e Students who do not meet the requirements listed above may still enroll in an Honors
course upon the approval of the professor teaching the course.

e Students receiving a grade of C or below in an Honors course may be prevented from

enrolling in future Honors courses by the Honors Committee regardless of the student's

overall GPA.




Program Requirements

Eligible students may choose to complete a requisite number of Honors courses. Students may
satisfy the requirements for any Area of Emphasis or Tennessee Transfer Pathway, graduate with
a minimum 3.0 grade point average, and earn a minimum 21 hours from Honors coursework,
with at least six hours of Honors credit in English (composition or literature), a three-hour
Honors Seminar (HONS 1020, 1021, 1022, or 1023), and one service learning course (HONS
1001). To complete the Honors Program within two years, students must register for two Honors
courses per term, and while 21 hours of Honors courses is the minimum, students are encouraged

to complete as many general education requirements as possible through the Honors Program.

Course Information

Honors courses are specially designed sections of transferable general education and elective
courses. Most Honors courses fulfill Motlow’s General Education degree requirements. All

Honors courses are specifically notated on MSCC transcripts.

Honors courses typically enroll 20 or fewer Honors students. These small classes create a
seminar-style atmosphere that is characterized by a passion for learning, more personal
interactions among students and faculty, and lively discussions. Courses are open only to Honors
students or students who meet Honors eligibility, so students become engaged in a highly

motivated and supportive learning community.

Honors courses meet the Student Learning Outcomes of the non-Honors equivalent courses but

are “enhanced” by any or all of the following:

e More freedom and flexibility with the completion of course requirements




e An emphasis on critical and free thought and the free exchange of ideas

e Opportunities to hone research and composition skills and the option to present at
conferences and symposia

e Enhanced oral communication skills through group discussions, presentations, and

seminar experiences

Samples of Class Offerings

e English Composition I and II

e American History I and II

e World Civilizations I and II

e American and State/Local Government

e American, British, and World Literature

e Introduction to Sociology

e Introduction to Mass Communications

e Fundamentals of Speech

e Music, Art, and Theatre Appreciation

e General and Abnormal Psychology

e Psychology of Human Sexuality

e World Regional Geography

e Honors Seminars (Greek Mythology; Anime Studies in Literature; Sex and the Supernatural;
Religion, Heresy, Magic, and Myth; Film Studies; Fantasy Fiction; etc.)

e Service Learning I, II, III, and IV

Honors Advantages

Students in Honors courses:

o Attend core curriculum classes and interdisciplinary honors seminars with other honors
students. Restricting these classes to highly qualified students allows the classes to focus

on quality work and the free exchange of ideas




o Work in an independent fashion to achieve higher quality of work. Greater quantity of
work is not an objective

e Learn from highly motivated faculty, who share passions for academic excellence, the
quest for knowledge, students, and the Honors Program

o Participate in field trips, class projects, and other special activities to enhance learning

o Have the opportunity to form lasting friendships with other students committed to
academic excellence

o Participate in classes that approach subjects in unique ways

o Enjoy a competitive advantage when applying for acceptance to future colleges or for
financial aid

e Receive distinction as Honors students on resumes and job applications

o Have the ability to apply for Honors Scholarships

o Receive special recognition at graduation

o Receive preferred eligibility for other scholarships and programs at other Tennessee
Board of Regents colleges as well as at other independent colleges and universities
(Graduates have received scholarships to institutions such as Vanderbilt University, The
University of the South, East Tennessee State University, Middle Tennessee State

University, Austin Peay State University, and The University of Tennessee)

Scholarship Information

32 scholarships of $1,000 per semester (renewable for up to four semesters) are available each
year for Honors students who commit to completion of the Honors Scholar Program. Renewal of
the scholarship will be based on both academic performance and satisfactory progress toward the
completion of the program. These scholarships have no work requirements and may be coupled

with other scholarships and/or financial aid.

Completing this Scholarship Application will enable the Honors Committee to consider you for

the Honors Scholarship. Honors Scholarship applications are considered as they are received.




Important Information Concerning Honors Scholarship Applications

If you wish to be considered for one of our scholarships, a Motlow College Honors Scholarship
Application must be completed. Students should answer all the questions on the application and
have all applicable certifications completed. The Committee will not consider incomplete

applications.

Freshmen Students

If you are a high school senior or have never previously attended college, you must have a
Motlow College Admissions Application on file in the Admissions Office, a high school
transcript through at least the first semester of your senior year, and your ACT scores, if you are
under 21 years of age. High school seniors need to complete their portion of this application and
give it to their guidance counselor to complete the certification form. Guidance counselors must
send the application directly to Dr. Scott Cook. Certification will not be accepted directly from

high school seniors.

Transfer Students
If you are a transfer student or are re-enrolling, you must have a Motlow College Admissions
Application and all required college transcripts on file in the Admissions Office.

Current Students

Currently enrolled students need only to complete the Honors Scholarship Application. You
must be pursuing a degree, commit to the completion of at least 21 hours of Honors credits by

graduation, and have a minimum 3.0 GPA at graduation.




Applicants will be notified as soon as processing is complete. For fall terms, students will
generally be notified by September. General information, amounts of awards, and rules and

regulations of the program will be forwarded to recipients after notification.
Activities
Big Geek! Sophomore Mentor Program

The Honors Program offers a mentoring program called Big Geek! This program pairs incoming
Honors freshmen with involved, motivated sophomore leaders, providing freshmen with a point
of peer contact that can help them adjust and get involved. Interested sophomores must register
for HONS: 2001 Leadership in Honors, earning Honors course credit for being a Big Geek!

mentor.

Conferences and Symposia

The MSCC Honors Program participates in multiple symposia and conferences annually.

Every spring term, the Program hosts the Honors Symposium. At the symposium, students are
given a chance to present exceptional research in front of their professors, peers, family, and
friends. Students nearing graduation are also recognized at this event and awarded their Honors

medallions at the end of the symposium.

The MSCC Honors Program also participates in both regional and national conferences. In the
spring, students and professors attend and present at the Tennessee Collegiate Honors Council.
Participation in this event also makes students eligible to present at the National Collegiate

Honors Council, an event at which Motlow has won prestigious awards in 2014, 2015, and 2016.




Winners of the NCHC Student of the Year award (L-R): JuliAnna Dykes (2016),
Caitlin Tripp (2015), Robin Keel (2014), with Honors Program Director, Dr. Scott Cook

Honors Trips

Students in the Honors Program are invited to take a variety of trips that are related to their

Honors courses. These trips usually come at little or no cost to the student.

In addition to the two conferences mentioned above, Honors students regularly take trips to

museums, performances, ghost walks, battlefields, the Parthenon in Nashville, and many more

places.

Honors students attending a showing of Rent at the Tennessee Performing Arts Center (TPAC)
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Honors Student Advisory Board

MSCC Honors scholars have the opportunity to promote leadership skills, provide feedback
about Honors experiences, and provide insights to improve the Honors experience through
participation in the MSCC Honors Program Student Advisory Board. This committee allows a
group of eight students (one freshman and one sophomore from each campus) to represent
Honors students at their respective locations and to bring ideas for program growth and
improvement to the MSCC Honors Program Director. All interested students must be nominated

by a member of the MSCC Honors Program Faculty.

Alumni Association

The MSCC Honors Program Alumni Association was created to encourage school and
community involvement from the Honors Program Alumni. The Alumni Association has many
purposes, but its main goals are to raise revenue for Honors scholarships, to mentor current
Honors students, to assist with recruiting future students, and to encourage continued connection
with fellow alumni. For many Honors Program alums, the Honors Alumni Association is a way
to maintain friendships made in the Honors Program and to remain a part of the Honors Program

family.

o Ty S S
7P ~ S
MSCC Honors Alumni Association members assisting with the
2017 Tennessee Collegiate Honors Conference, hosted at Motlow
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Registration Information

Only Honors students may register for Honors course sections. While the registration system
appears open, MyMotlow will only allow students coded with the Honors attribute to register for
Honors courses. Honors composition and speech sections have a course capacity of 18 students;

all other Honors courses have a capacity of 20 students.

Transfer Opportunities and Articulation Agreements

The MSCC Honors Program works closely with area universities to facilitate transfer from its
Honors Program to a university honors program or college of a student’s choice. Currently, the
MSCC Honors Program has articulation agreements in place with the Middle Tennessee State
University Honors College and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga Honors College. In
addition, the MSCC Honors Program has excellent working relationships with honors programs
at Austin Peay State University, Christian Brothers University, and Tennessee Technological

University and honors colleges at Tennessee State University and the University of Alabama at

Huntsville.
Middle Tennessee State University University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
Dr. John Vile, Dean of the Honors College Dr. Linda Frost, Dean of the Honors College
john.vile@mtsu.edu Linda-Frost@utc.edu
Austin Peay State University Christian Brothers University
Dr. Matthew Kenney, Program Director Dr. Tracie Burke, Program Director

kenneym@apsu.edu tburke@cbu.edu

Tennessee Technological University Tennessee State University

Dr. Rita Barnes, Program Director Dr. Coreen Jackson, Dean of the Honors College

ritabarnes@tntech.edu cjackson7@tnstate.edu

University of Alabama at Huntsville
Dr. William Wilkerson, Dean of the Honors College

william.wilkerson@uah.edu
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The Honors Committee

Dr. Scott Cook

Honors Program Director

Simon Hall 129, Moore County Campus
(931) 393-1844

scook@mscc.edu

Dr. Judith Russell

Department of Languages Faculty
Representative

Simon Hall 118, Moore County Campus
(931) 393-1781

jrussell@mscc.edu
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Dr. Stephen Guerin

Department of Social Science Faculty
Representative

Eoff Hall 209, Moore County Campus
(931) 393-1703

sguerin@mscc.edu

Prof. Cherie Williams

Department of Humanities Faculty
Representative

Simon Hall 114A, Moore County Campus
(931) 393-1787

cwilliams@mscc.edu



Prof. Nathan Sweeton Dr. Michael Hartman

McMinnville Campus Representative Fayetteville Campus Representative
MC 153, McMinnville Center FC 005, Fayetteville Campus

(931) 668-2143 (931) 438-3020
nsweeton@mscc.edu mhartman@mscc.edu

Liala Syler

Smyrna Campus Representative
SM 103, Smyrna Campus
(615) 220-7867

Isyler@mscc.edu
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Honors Advisors and Contact Information

Dr. Scott Cook

Honors Program Director/Moore County
Campus Advisor

Simon Hall 129

(931) 393-1844

scook@mscc.edu

Prof. Nathan Sweeton

McMinnville Campus Advisor
MC 153
(931) 668-2143

nsweeton@mscc.edu
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Dr. Michael Hartman
Fayetteville Campus Advisor
FC 005

(931) 438-3020
mhartman@mscc.edu

Dr. Phyllis Adams

Smyrna Campus Advisor
SM 135
(931) 393-1817

padams@mscc.edu



